22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time – YEAR A – 29/30 AUGUST 2020

Parish Office: 1 Severn St, Balwyn North
Office Hours: Closed during Stage 4 Restrictions .
Phone: 9401 6355
in case of emergency 9401 6368
E-mail: balwynnorthkeweast@cam.org.au
Website: parishofstanneandstbede.org.au

For those wishing to contribute to Stewardship or
Priests’ collection, the Parish account details are
listed below for electronic funds transfer.
1st Collection
Account name: St Bede’s Presbytery Account
Presbytery Account BSB: 083 347 Account no.
666017079
2nd Collection

Account name: St Bede’s Church Account Church
Account BSB: 083 347 Account no. 458706734

Please click on the link below from 5pm on Saturday, 29th August, to watch Mass Online, celebrated
by our priests:
https://youtu.be/dOC4WXQqjSw
First Reading - Jeremiah 20:7–9
You have seduced me, Lord, and I have let myself be seduced;
you have overpowered me: you were the stronger.
I am a daily laughing-stock,
everybody’s butt.
Each time I speak the word, I have to howl
and proclaim: ‘Violence and ruin!’
The word of the Lord has meant for me
insult, derision, all day long.
I used to say, ‘I will not think about him,
I will not speak in his name any more.’
Then there seemed to be a fire burning in my heart,
imprisoned in my bones.
The effort to restrain it wearied me,
I could not bear it.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm – Ps 62:2–6, 8–9
R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
O God, you are my God, for you I long;
for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you
like a dry, weary land without water. R.

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary
to see your strength and your glory.
For your love is better than life,
my lips will speak your praise. R.
So I will bless you all my life,
in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,
my mouth shall praise you with joy. R.
For you have been my help;
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.
My soul clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast. R.
Second Reading – Romans 12:1–2
Think of God’s mercy, my brothers, and worship him, I beg you, in a way that is worthy of thinking beings,
by offering your living bodies as a holy sacrifice, truly pleasing to God. Do not model yourselves on the
behaviour of the world around you, but let your behaviour change, modelled by your new mind. This is the
only way to discover the will of God and know what is good, what it is that God wants, what is the perfect
thing to do.
The word of the Lord.
Gospel – Matthew 16:21–27
Jesus began to make it clear to his disciples that he was destined to go to Jerusalem and suffer grievously at
the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, to be put to death and to be raised up on the third day.
Then, taking him aside, Peter started to remonstrate with him. ‘Heaven preserve you, Lord,’ he said. ‘This
must not happen to you.’ But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle in my
path, because the way you think is not God’s way but man’s.’
Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take
up his cross and follow me. For anyone who wants to save his life will lose it; but anyone who loses his life
for my sake will find it. What, then, will a man gain if he wins the whole world and ruins his life? Or what
has a man to offer in exchange for his life?
‘For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of his Father with his angels, and, when he does, he will
reward each one according to his behaviour.’
The Gospel of the Lord.

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL
The poet, W.H.Auden, observed in a poem that many of the Great Masters of painting depicted
suffering in the midst of the ordinary things of life.
The prophet Jeremiah in the First Reading is feeling very angry at God – he says God seduced him
into prophesying a message that did not go down well with the people of Israel. He is even isolated
from family and friends. He suffers – and what makes the suffering worse is that all around him
life goes on normally. It adds to his distress and pain.
There is a reality in that, isn’t there. In 2013 when my brother Tim was dying, I remember thinking
on the Saturday that he died that it was such a beautiful day outside: people were playing sport,
visiting friends, tending to their gardens, or shopping, and we were in a room watching our brother
die. The contrast of the ordinariness of life going on outside and the suffering within for our family
was stark and in some ways an isolating one.
In the Gospel, Peter reflects another aspect of our human condition: the desire to rid the world of
suffering or pain. It is a good ideal, but an unreal one. And there is something dehumanising about
it if we take that too far. Of course as Christians it is part of our mission as disciples to alleviate
suffering and to try to rid the world of suffering that has no meaning. But there is suffering that
does have a meaning as well – the suffering of growing up and maturing, often through the hard
knocks of life; or the suffering of giving up so much to attain a worthwhile goal; or the price of
making a choice to follow a particular path in life that is our vocation. If we get to the point, as
indeed some people do, of trying to wrap life in cottonwool, it reduces us to less than the full
humanity to which we are called.
That is why Jesus tells Peter “Get behind me Satan”. Jesus knew the only way he could conquer
the suffering he faced was to accept it; to transform the rejection he faced into acceptance by
enduring it.
In the Second Reading, Paul tells us, his hearers, to transform our bodies into a sacrifice for God.
There is nothing masochistic in that – it is the recognition that we best show the humanity to which
we are called when we face the challenges and the sufferings of life for a greater purpose: when
we show that we give ourselves to others so that we might give ourselves to God.
As disciples we have the added strength from knowing that insofar as we lose our life for Christ’s
sake, we shall find it, and our reward will not be of this world, but of God’s.
Fr John Salvano

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

Celebrant: We seek from God what is good and acceptable. In these prayers of intercession we strive
always to discern the will of God.
We pray for Pope Francis and his fellow Bishops. By the witness of their word and example, may they
encourage us to take up our cross every day and follow Jesus.
Lord hear us
We pray for all the people of our world still affected by the virulent pandemic. May God grant our civil and
political leaders the gift of wisdom to equip them to serve all people well.
Lord hear us
We pray for all people who are suffering because of their belief in Christ. May they remain steadfast in their
faith in the knowledge that other Christians are praying for them as they carry their cross.
Lord hear us
On this Social Justice Sunday, we pray for all those who carry heavy burdens of mind or body. May they be
blessed in companions who help them to carry their cross.
Lord hear us
We pray for the sick of our parish and for all who have asked for our prayers. We pray for those who have
died recently and for all whose anniversaries occur at this time especially Francis Xavier Duffy,
Jack Rasmussen, Alice Adams, Jack Joyce, Laura Marguccio, Jim De Castella, Gladys Cosgrave,
Richard Carr and Eileen Tilley. May they rejoice in the presence of God’s unconditional love.
Lord hear us

Celebrant: God of compassion, listen to our petitions on behalf of all those who are in need of your mercy
and healing. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
The simple and loving act of Spiritual Communion (written by St. Alphonsus Liguori)
can be made when we are unable to attend Mass and receive the Eucharist. Pray
these words:
My Jesus,
I believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I long for You in my soul.
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.
As though You have already come, I embrace You and unite myself entirely to You;
never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

PARISH NEWS
Parish Safeguarding Committee

This year, the Parish established its first Safeguarding Committee. The role of the committee is to
work with the Parish Priest to ensure policies, processes and practices are in place to protect
children, young people and vulnerable persons. The committee is required to meet four or more
times per year and report progress to the Archdiocese on an annual basis. Members of the
committee are in effect ‘Safeguarding Officers’ for the parish. Safeguarding Officers are an important
asset within a parish, and can act as points of contact for advice, support and direction in relation to
child safety matters. The members of our Safeguarding Committee and contact details are displayed
below should you have any concerns or need to contact us.

SAFEGUARDING COMMITTEE

JOHN SALVANO
PARISH PRIEST

PETER MOUNT

KRISTINA SLAVEC
FINANCE OFFICER

MARIA COSTANZO
PARISH SECRETARY

ANITA MUELLER

SILVANA MARASCO

TOAN NGUYEN
ASSISTANT PRIEST

JO RYAN
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE

CONTACT:
- Parish office: (03) 9401 6355
- Parish email: balwynnorthkeweast@cam.org.au

Annual Retired Priests Appeal
Next Sunday is Father’s Day, and is the annual appeal for the Priests’ Retirement Foundation.
This year, the appeal will have to be held in a different format. Details will be on the bulletin
next week for online donations, and instructions on how to return envelopes for those who
have received them in their Stewardship packs.

SAFETY OF CHILDREN AND ALL VULNERABLE PEOPLE
We hold the care, safety and wellbeing of children and all vulnerable people as a central and
fundamental responsibility of our parish. The Parish Statement of Commitment and Reporting
Process are on display in all churches and all Parish Policies are available on the website or at the
parish office.

