24th Sunday in Ordinary Time – YEAR A – 12/13 SEPTEMBER 2020

Parish Office: 1 Severn St, Balwyn North
Office Hours: Closed during Stage 4 Restrictions .
Phone: 9401 6355
in case of emergency 9401 6368
E-mail: balwynnorthkeweast@cam.org.au
Website: parishofstanneandstbede.org.au

For those wishing to contribute to Stewardship or
Priests’ collection, the Parish account details are
listed below for electronic funds transfer.
1st Collection
Account name: St Bede’s Presbytery Account
Presbytery Account BSB: 083 347 Account no.
666017079
2nd Collection

Account name: St Bede’s Church Account Church
Account BSB: 083 347 Account no. 458706734

Please click on the link below from 5pm on Saturday, 12 September, to watch Mass Online, celebrated
by our priests:
https://youtu.be/GsbtMh_9Wko

First Reading - Ecclesiasticus 27:33-28:9
Resentment and anger, these are foul things,
and both are found with the sinner.
He who exacts vengeance will experience the vengeance of the Lord,
who keeps strict account of sin.
Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you,
and when you pray, your sins will be forgiven.
If a man nurses anger against another,
can he then demand compassion from the Lord?
Showing no pity for a man like himself,
can he then plead for his own sins?
Mere creature of flesh, he cherishes resentment;
who will forgive him his sins?
Remember the last things, and stop hating,
remember dissolution and death, and live by the commandments.
Remember the commandments, and do not bear your neighbour ill-will;
remember the covenant of the Most High, and overlook the offence.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm – Ps 102: 1-4, 9-12
R. The Lord is kind and merciful;
slow to anger and rich in compassion.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord,
all my being, bless his holy name.
My soul, give thanks to the Lord
and never forget all his blessings. R.

It is he who forgives all our guilt,
who heals every one of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave,
who crowns you with love and compassion. R.
His wrath will come to an end;
he will not be angry for ever.
He does not treat us according to our sins
Nor repay us according to our faith. R.
For as the heavens are high above earth
so strong is his love for those who fear him.
As far as the east is from the west
so far does he remove our sins. R.
Second Reading – Romans 14:7-9
The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; if we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we
die for the Lord, so that alive or dead we belong to the Lord. This explains why Christ both died and came to
life: it was so that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.
The word of the Lord.
Gospel – Matthew 18:21-35
Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how often must I forgive my brother if he wrongs me? As often as
seven times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven times.
‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who decided to settle his accounts with his
servants. When the reckoning began, they brought him a man who owed ten thousand talents; but he had no
means of paying, so his master gave orders that he should be sold, together with his wife and children and
all his possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the servant threw himself down at his master’s feet. “Give me
time” he said “and I will pay the whole sum.” And the servant’s master felt so sorry for him that he let him
go and cancelled the debt. Now as this servant went out, he happened to meet a fellow servant who owed
him one hundred denarii; and he seized him by the throat and began to throttle him. “Pay what you owe me”
he said. His fellow servant fell at his feet and implored him, saying, “Give me time and I will pay you.” But
the other would not agree; on the contrary, he had him thrown into prison till he should pay the debt. His
fellow servants were deeply distressed when they saw what had happened, and they went to their master and
reported the whole affair to him. Then the master sent for him. “You wicked servant,” he said “I cancelled
all that debt of yours when you appealed to me. Were you not bound, then, to have pity on your fellow
servant just as I had pity on you?” And in his anger the master handed him over to the torturers till he should
pay all his debt. And that is how my heavenly Father will deal with you unless you each forgive your brother
from your heart.’
The Gospel of the Lord.

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL
As we heard last week, the section of Matthew’s Gospel we are reading from at the moment is
about how to live the life of a disciple within community. Last week we heard how to confront
wrongdoing and evil in a way that tries to heal wounds and change behaviour.
This week the theme is much the same again – as if the message needs to be reaffirmed.
Forgiveness is not easy, and yet holding on to anger and old wounds is not easy either – it saps our
energy and blights our outlook on life. In fact, humanly speaking, it is much more liberating to
forgive and own the pain, and regain life through this. Wanting old debts paid keeps us
imprisoned, and if our life is spent resentful of past hurts, it is wasted. The First Reading, from the
Book of Sirach, says: Remember the last things, and stop hating. Our destiny is to love, and that is
what eternal life is: perfect love.
The other truth that Matthew puts before us is that mercy and forgiveness can’t be a numbers
game. If we are to be truly merciful and forgiving, we can’t hold back and start counting. If that
sounds hard for us, the relief from putting behind resentment and revenge can’t be counted either.
It is a freedom beyond numbering.
It is sometimes said that forgiveness without limit is divine, and there is truth to that. It is also an
essential part of our communities if we are to be heralds of the kingdom of heaven. We who make
the Christian community are sinners, not perfect people. As far as we work to heal wounds and
transform people through forgiveness and reconciliation we are being a real sign of the kingdom of
heaven. Our work will only be fulfilled when God brings it to completion, but in the meantime, we
all work with God’s grace to be a healing and reconciling community.
Have a safe and blessed week.
Fr John Salvano

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

Celebrant: Sirach teaches us that when we pray for others our own sins will be forgiven. We offer our
prayers, ever mindful of God’s mercy for us and for all people.
We pray for Pope Francis, all the Bishops and all entrusted with ministry and pastoral care in the Church:
that they will continue to help build stronger faith communities that will promote the safety of children and
adults at risk.
Lord hear us.
We pray for our world in its need for peace today. May all people be lead to a sense of hope and confidence
as Jesus promised for all.
Lord hear us.
For children in our parishes: that we may all work collaboratively to ensure the happiness and confidence
of every child, and foster an environment of safety and protection where children flourish.
Lord hear us.
We pray for our faith community. We ask forgiveness for the times we have ignored the advice of others
and hardened our hearts.
Lord hear us.
We pray for the sick of our parish and for those who care for them. We remember all those residents in our
nursing homes and those who care for them.
We pray for those who have died recently, especially Elaine Brady and Richard Asselin, and for all whose
anniversaries occur at this time, especially Matthew Minas, Maria Men Pham, Isabelle Connell,
Peter Connell, Cheong Kwan-Kiew, Leo Blood, Olive Campbell, Ching Kwok, Norm Peters, and
Patricia Wells. May they be welcomed into the Eternal Kingdom.
Lord hear us.

Celebrant: Receive our prayers of petition, O Gracious God, so that all people may live their lives in peace
and tranquility. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
The simple and loving act of Spiritual Communion (written by St. Alphonsus Liguori)
can be made when we are unable to attend Mass and receive the Eucharist. Pray
these words:
My Jesus,
I believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I long for You in my soul.
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.
As though You have already come, I embrace You and unite myself entirely to You;
never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

PARISH NEWS

This weekend, the Catholic Church in Australia marks Child Protection Sunday, on which we
pray for those who have been abused, their families and supporters. We recognise and
apologise for the harm done by priests, religious and lay people in Church settings. The
Church takes a zero-tolerance approach to child abuse. We recommit to practices that support
survivors and make the Catholic Church and its ministries the safest possible place for
children and people at risk.
To learn more about our Parish policy and commitment to child safeguarding, please visit our
website: http://parishofstanneandstbede.org.au/about-us/parish-policies-procedures-forms/
For Archdiocesan resources please visit: www.catholic.org.au/childprotectionsunday and
www.catholicreligious.org.au/safeguarding
Victorian Christian Meditation Community Day via Zoom on 19 September
10 am – 3pm.
Theme: Meditation & Ageing (Practising Reminiscence; Letting go; Memento mori)
Presenter: Susie Hii
To register and receive Zoom link, please contact Mary Hartwig on chrmedvic@gmail.com
For more information, please contact susiehii.hc@gmail.com.

SAFETY OF CHILDREN AND ALL VULNERABLE PEOPLE
We hold the care, safety and wellbeing of children and all vulnerable people as a central and
fundamental responsibility of our parish. The Parish Statement of Commitment and Reporting
Process are on display in all churches and all Parish Policies are available on the website or at the
parish office.

