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Affiliated Parishes Office: 1 Severn St, Balwyn North Parish Priest: Fr John Salvano
Office Hours: Tuesday & Friday 9:00am — 12:00pm; Priest in Residence: Fr Kevin Lenehan
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Finance Officer: Kristina Slavec
Principal, St Anne’s PS: Dee McDonnell
Principal, St Bede’s PS: Kathryn Murphy

Affiliated Parishes Churches:

St Anne’s — Cnr Beresford St & Windella Ave, East Kew
St Joachim’s — Cnr Barnard Grove & Peel St, Kew North
St Bede’s — 1 Severn Street, Balwyn North

St Bridget’s — 48 Sweyn Street, Greythorn

CHANGES TO OFFICE HOURS OVER THE CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR PERIOD

The Parish Office will be closed from Wednesday 24 December at 12pm, and reopen on Tuesday 6 January 2026.
Phone and email messages will be monitored regularly.

The bulletin will not be emailed for the next two weekends. Printed bulletins will be available at Churches.

We hold the care, safety and wellbeing of children and all vulnerable people as a central and fundamental
responsibility of our parish. The Parish Statement of Commitment and Reporting Process are on display in all
churches and all Parish Policies are available on the websites.

Please be extra vigilant of children and those who are vulnerable at Christmas Masses, as we expect large crowds

MASS AND LITURGY TIMES THIS WEEK: 23 - 28 DECEMBER 2025

Tuesday | Wednesday 24/12 | Thursday 25/12 | Friday Saturday Sunday
23 Dec 26 Dec 27 Dec 28 Dec
St Anne 5:00pm 9:30am Reconciliation: 4:30pm | 9:30am
Vigil: 5:00pm
St Bede 9:00am | 6:00pm Carols 9:00am No No Morning Mass 9:00am
6:30pm Mass 11:00am Morning | No Vigil Mass 11:00am
Mass
St Bridget 8:00pm 10:30am Vigil: 5:30pm 10:30am
St Joachim No Morning Mass 8:30am

There will be no Saturday Morning Mass & Confessions after Christmas, until further notice.
Weekday Masses will be at 9:00am over the School Holidays.

ROSTERS FOR 27/28 DECEMBER 2025 - The Holy Family

ST ANNE ST BEDE ST BRIDGET
Saturday 27 December | 5pm Saturday 27 December | 5:30pm
Lector: D Christensen Lector: Sr P Keogh
Special Minister: J Connell Special Minister: M Stewart
Sunday 28 December | 9:30am | Sunday 28 December | 9am Sunday 28 December | 10:30am
Lector: G O’Keefe Lector: P Di Stasio Lector: R Canale
Special Minister: J Collins Special Minister: Anna Di Stasio Special Minister: T Tjitji
COUNTERS Team A: Sunday 28 D(,-:cember | 11am Visiting the Sick

Lector: M D’Souza Anne Hartley
R Mercy, E Unkles, D Matthews . .

Special Minister: N Yeo
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- Every year I plan to set aside time to be more reflective in Advent - to really savour the message of God-is-

Christmas Message

| with-us that we prepare for in the feast of Christmas. And every year, almost inevitably, | end up falling

short of my plans because life gets so busy at the end of the year. [ suspect [ am not the only one who feels

. that way?

. So my resolution this year is to accept the inevitability of that, and instead do that reflecting after
Christmas, which is why the Church gives us the Octave of Christmas - the time after the major celebration
: to let the feast sink in and make it part of our lives. Let’s all make use of the Octave of Christmas to slow
I down, reflect on life and the love of God around us. Let us also pray for peace in our world and society.

I In the years when I did a lot of weddings, I realised that there were perennial favourites for wedding

music (e.g. Ave Maria, The Wedding March, Pachelbel’s Canon in D, etc), and then there were the passing

. favourites. I don’t recall what year it was, but Bette Midler’s “From a Distance” was top of the lists one
year. It seemed a strange choice for me - surely a wedding is about human intimacy, love and commitment
* —not distance and perceptions.

. Christmas is about the intimacy of God’s love for us, and though we might sometimes go overboard with
sentimentality in our cribs and nativity scenes, if they transmit that there can be nothing more wonderful

than knowing that God loves us so much that He wanted to experience our humanity, then they are all

. worthwhile.

- Our parish community and our individual church communities within it are the result to generations of

people committed to being heralds of God’s love in unassuming and everyday ways. It is the heroism of

. ordinariness in being disciples that is our strength.

: To all of you, who inspire me in your witness to the Gospel, and quietly go about being Martha and Mary,
! the Good Samaritan, Zaccheus and Simon of Cyrene and so many other models of Christian discipleship,

have a very happy and blessed Christmas, and thank you for being this community.

| Fr John Salvano

READINGS - Christmas Eve

First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 97:1-6

Sung: All the ends of the earth have seen the power of God;
All the ends of the earth have seen the power of God (GA 57)
Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14

Gospel Acclamation: Lk 2:10-11

Alleluia, Alleluia!

Good News and great joy to all the world:

today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.

Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 2:1-14

MASS HYMNS - Christmas Eve
Entrance

Once In Royal (GA 297)
Offertory

Silent Night (GA 290)
Communion

Away In A Manger (GA 289)

O Come All Ye Faithful (GA 287)
The First Nowell (GA 298)
Recessional

Hark The Herald (GA 294)

READINGS - Christmas Day

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 95:1-3, 11-13

Sung: Today is born our Saviour, Christ, our saving Lord (GA 56)
Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-6

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, Alleluia!

A holy day has dawned upon us. Come you nations and adore
the Lord. Today a great light has come upon the earth.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 2:15-20

MASS HYMNS - Christmas Day
Entrance

Hark The Herald (GA 294)
Offertory

O Little Town Of Bethlehem (GA 296)
Communion

Away In A Manger (GA 289)

O Come All Ye Faithful (GA 287)
The First Nowell (GA 298)
Recessional

Joy To The World (GA 295)




