25th Sunday in Ordinary Time – YEAR A – 19/20 SEPTEMBER 2020

Parish Office: 1 Severn St, Balwyn North
Office Hours: Closed during Stage 4 Restrictions .
Phone: 9401 6355
in case of emergency 9401 6368
E-mail: balwynnorthkeweast@cam.org.au
Website: parishofstanneandstbede.org.au

For those wishing to contribute to Stewardship or
Priests’ collection, the Parish account details are
listed below for electronic funds transfer.
1st Collection
Account name: St Bede’s Presbytery Account
Presbytery Account BSB: 083 347 Account no.
666017079
2nd Collection

Account name: St Bede’s Church Account Church
Account BSB: 083 347 Account no. 458706734

Please click on the link below from 5pm on Saturday, 19 September, to watch Mass Online, celebrated
by our priests:
https://youtu.be/g89IEr0lGhc
First Reading - Isaiah 55:6-9
Seek the Lord while he is still to be found,
call to him while he is still near.
Let the wicked man abandon his way,
the evil man his thoughts.
Let him turn back to the Lord who will take pity on him,
to our God who is rich in forgiving;
for my thoughts are not your thoughts,
my ways not your ways – it is the Lord who speaks.
Yes, the heavens are as high above earth
as my ways are above your ways,
my thoughts above your thoughts.
The word of the Lord.
Responsorial Psalm – Ps 145
R. I will praise your name, for ever my King and my God.
I will give you glory, O God my King,
I will bless your name for ever.
I will bless you day after day
and praise you name for ever. R.
The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all creation. R.

O Lord, you are faithful in all your words,
and loving in all your deeds.
You, O Lord, support all who fall
and raise up all who are bowed down. R.
Second Reading – Philippians 1:20-24, 27
Christ will be glorified in my body, whether by my life or by my death. Life to me, of course, is Christ, but
then death would bring me something more; but then again, if living in this body means doing work which is
having good results – I do not know what I should choose. I am caught in this dilemma: I want to be gone
and be with Christ, which would be very much the better, but for me to stay alive in this body is a more
urgent need for your sake. Avoid anything in your everyday lives that would be unworthy of the gospel of
Christ.
The word of the Lord.
Gospel – Matthew 20:1-16
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner going out at daybreak to hire workers
for his vineyard. He made an agreement with the workers for one denarius a day, and sent them to his
vineyard. Going out at about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the market place and said to them,
“You go to my vineyard too and I will give you a fair wage.” So they went. At about the sixth hour and again
at about the ninth hour, he went out and did the same. Then at about the eleventh hour he went out and found
more men standing round, and he said to them, “Why have you been standing here idle all day?” “Because
no one has hired us” they answered. He said to them, “You go into my vineyard too.” In the evening, the
owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff, “Call the workers and pay them their wages, starting with the last
arrivals and ending with the first.” So those who were hired at about the eleventh hour came forward and
received one denarius each. When the first came, they expected to get more, but they too received one
denarius each. They took it, but grumbled at the landowner. “The men who came last” they said “have done
only one hour, and you have treated them the same as us, though we have done a heavy day’s work in all the
heat.” He answered one of them and said, “My friend, I am not being unjust to you; did we not agree on one
denarius? Take your earnings and go. I choose to pay the last comer as much as I pay you. Have I no right
to do what I like with my own? Why be envious because I am generous?” Thus the last will be first, and the
first, last.’
The Gospel of the Lord.

REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL
Our picture of God is influenced to some extent by our ordinary way of looking at things and that
is why, as we listen to today’s gospel, we are tempted to react and share the grumble of the
workers who have laboured since early morning.
Whenever, I am in a group discussing this gospel, we all agree that we are always somewhat
uncomfortable with this parable. We confess that we tend to think, like the workers hired early in
the morning, that somehow or other, what the landowner did was just not fair. Why is this? That of
course is human nature.
If we keep the commandments, if we say prayers, if we go to church, if we receive the sacraments,
if we pile up more and more good works and actions, then we will be holier and gain for ourselves,
earn for ourselves, a higher place in heaven.
We think, like the workers, that the harder we work, the more we deserve. But Jesus is telling us
that God's grace cannot be earned; it cannot be earned by any work we do. God's grace is
absolutely gratuitous. That is, God's grace is a gift, an entirely free gift. God gives it whenever,
wherever, and to whomever God chooses.
God's giving of grace does not depend upon us - on the length or amount or quality of our work in
the vineyard. It depends only on God's own free generosity. And, Scripture is telling us God is
generous, giving grace liberally, to all, to the first and the last, to the greatest and the least, to the
strongest and the weakest, to the saint and the sinner.
This gospel fills us with an inspiring image of a generous, gracious and forgiving God whose love
for us has no bounds, and whose mercy extends both to those who have laboured all their lives in
his service, and to those who have broken faith but turn to God in their dying hour. I’ve
encountered some cases like this when I was called to hospital for the Last Rites.
Brothers and sisters, everything we have is a free gift of God’s love and his mercy. We cannot
explain his generosity, but one thing is certain: God’s ways are not our ways.

Fr Toan Nguyen

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

Celebrant: In all humility we turn to God for mercy. We pray that our ways may be God’s ways, our
thought God’s thoughts.
We pray for Pope Francis and all the Bishops of the Church. May they be an inspiration for all people who
labour in the Lord’s vineyard.
Lord hear us
We pray for leaders at all levels. May they move beyond power and control, their priority being the rights
and justice that their people deserve.
Lord hear us
We pray for all people suffering from the effects of lockdown. May they be supported in their efforts to deal
with this, especially those whose livelihood has been affected, that allows them to live with dignity.
Lord hear us
We pray for each of us sharing in the Prayers of the Eucharist. May we strive to live our lives in a manner
worthy of the Gospel of Christ.
Lord hear us
We pray for the sick of our parish and for all who have asked for our prayers. We remember especially all
those residents in our nursing homes and those who care for them. We pray for those who have died
recently, especially Kieran John Moore and Lorraine Booth, and for all whose anniversaries occur at this
time. May God welcome them into the Eternal Kingdom to share the reward of their faithful service.
Lord hear us

Celebrant: Loving God, you are near to all those who call upon you. Hear us always in your generous love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
The simple and loving act of Spiritual Communion (written by St. Alphonsus Liguori)
can be made when we are unable to attend Mass and receive the Eucharist. Pray
these words:
My Jesus,
I believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I long for You in my soul.
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.
As though You have already come, I embrace You and unite myself entirely to You;
never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

PARISH NEWS
Social Services Sunday, 20th September – a time to reflect and give thanks

This weekend, we mark Social Services Sunday within the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne.
On this day we are invited to give thanks and pray for all who stand with and provide support
to those who are marginalised and vulnerable within our communities. We recognise with
deep gratitude, those working within Catholic Social Services Victoria’s 45 member
organisations, the 7,000 staff and 17,000 volunteers, who together, serve more than 200,000
people in need each year. We also give thanks for all in our parishes, who are so often at the
forefront of providing practical support and care to those in need within their local
communities, and beyond. We call to mind the 2020/21 Social Justice Statement brought out
recently by the Australian Catholic bishops, To Live Life to the Full: Mental Health in Australia
Today, and so draw your attention to a recent event hosted by CSSV, Counselling and
Therapeutic Support in a Time of COVID, which provided an opportunity to become more
familiar with mental health services, and how to practically reach out for or point to
assistance. When parish communities and the expertise of social service organisations are
connected and able to work together, great work is both done and is possible.
Prayer for Courage and Compassion
Compassionate God,
Your unconditional love for all
inspires our hearts and empowers our actions
for those who are most vulnerable.
May we boldly and humbly serve one another
and be steadfast in our work for justice for all people.
Keep our hearts open to the joys and the hopes of our world,
and our ears ready to hear your call
to truth, justice and reconciliation.
Let us continue to draw inspiration and strength
from those, like St Mary MacKillop,
on whose shoulders we stand.
We gather in Jesus’ name
to be nourished and to move forward together
in hope and joy.
Amen

SAFETY OF CHILDREN AND ALL VULNERABLE PEOPLE
We hold the care, safety and wellbeing of children and all vulnerable people as a central and
fundamental responsibility of our parish. The Parish Statement of Commitment and Reporting
Process are on display in all churches and all Parish Policies are available on the website or at the
parish office.

